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ckup vocals.
[ake sure you have a good foundation,” said André, on advice

to break bad habits, says André.
Each member of the group brings his own specialty. “Ian is the

' those wanting to pursue a career in music. He also advises to rookie, the baby of the group,” said André. He brings the Scottish
iy with other musicians and become comfortable playing with influence to the band. “He brought the kilts to Men in Kilts,” said

am. You may hear from others that music is not a financiallyse- André.
Andy, on fiddle, viola, and mandolin, has over fifteen years of

re career. “Don’t let anybody discourage you,” advises André.

Keep at it,” says André, explaining that playing music does not playing under his belt. Robb has been playing the drums since he
3] like you are going to work. “It is just going out and getting was 13 years old. Dan started playing bohdran and mandolin in

id for what you love to do,” said André.
AndrE built a strong foundation by taking guitar and voice

high school.
Men in Kilts have two albums, their self titled album and their

isons. “Get the theory down and it makes it easier,” said André. second album titled “Commando.” If you would like more infor-

+ started out by playing the piano in kindergarten and later mation about Men

in Kilts, visit their

website at

itched to voice lessons. He takes lessons at the Royal Conser- www.meninkilts.ca. If you would like more information about the
tory of Music from an opera singer. “You don’t realize how Maple Sugar Festival, visit the Francophone Association of
wch there is to singing,” says Andre. Lessons are also a good way Nanaimo webpage at www.francophonenanaimo.org.

Alain-
Francois

By Sophia Aristou

It is a big party! That is what you
will say when you hear Alain-
Fran¢ois in concert at the Maple
Sugar Festival in Nanaimo on Sat-
urday, February 26th at 8:30pm.
“Une grande fete,” that is how
Alain-Frangois describes his con-
certs, as he says that “eveAryone is
feeling the music.”

Alain-Francois plays a type of
music called “Nouveau-Trad.” Itis a
combination of new and traditional
music, with a dose of rock. “But not
heavy rock.” says Alain. The tradi-
tional comes from French Canadian
traditional music. Alain sings in
French only, but his tunes will have
you humming along. His music has
an energy that is hard to find.

Alain plays the fiddle. He has
played since he was about seven
years old. Everyone around him
played the fiddle as he was growing
up. Alain’s grandfather left him a
fiddle,and he has been playing ever

since. He wants to show people this
type of traditional music, says
Alain.

The fiddle is the same instrument
as the wviolin. The difference
between the two is the type of
music played. On the violin you play
classical music and on the fiddle
you play traditional folk music.

“It was more fun for me to play
traditional,” said Alain. Alain start-
ed off taking both classical and tra-
ditional music lessons. Alain was
drawn to the traditional style of
playing. “Classical was not for me,”
said Alain,

‘When Alain got older, he went to
university. He has his Bachelor’s
degree in teaching, but he never
taught. He had too many contracts
for music gigs. Music was Alain’s
life. I didn’t do anything else,” he
said.

Alain’s advice for those wanting
to pursue a music career: “practise
each day.” “When I was young, I had
a schedule, half an hour per day,”
said Alain, “At the end of the year it
makes you a better musician.” If
you have ever heard of the old say-
ing, “practice makes perfect,” here
is an example of it. “You have to
have discipline, have a schedule
and don’t miss it,” says Alain.

Alain has a busy schedule but he
is not complaining. “It is the best
work to do in the world,” says Alain.
He is currently finishing production
for his second album, which is com-
ing out this October. If you want to
get a taste of his music, check out
his first self-titled album, “Alain-
FranAois,” which was released in
November 2003.

Even though the name of the
band is Alain-Francois, it is not just
Alain; there are three other mem-
bers who play drums, bass, and gui-
tar. They are all friends, said Alain.
They are not just behind him as his
backup players. When they per-
form, *“everybody is feeling the
music,” said Alain.

Not only are Alain-Francois® per-
formances upbeat, lively and full of
energy, but his music tells stories.
“Sometime it is really funny and
sometimes it is very serious,” said
Alain, “There are a lot of emotions.”

For more information about
Alain-Frangois, check out his web-
site at www.alainfrancois.com
where you can listen to sample
music from his CD! If you would
like more information about the
Maple Sugar Festival, go to
www.francophonenanaimo.org.
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Spectacle de la Féte du Canada

Alain-Francois casse la baraque au Centre Mario-Gosselin.

Alain-Francois n'est peut-étre pas encore un nom {res
connu de la scéne québécoise, mais cela ne saurait
tarder. Vendredi le ler juillet dernier, il a offert une per-
formance telle au Centre Mario-Gosselin qu'il a littérale-
ment volé la vedette 4 Patrick Normand, qui était le prin-
cipal artiste invité. Il a non seulement offert un specta-
cle endiablé au public qui avait empli I'aréna, mais il
s’avere un animateur de foule hors pair. Il a réussi a faire
lever tout le monde plus d’une fois pour I'accompagner.
1l a joué quelques piéces connues du répertoire québé-
cois en plus de jouer ses propres compositions. Il y avait
une telle énergie et un tel dynamisme dans cette perfor-
mance que j'ai cru un moment que son archet allait
céder. A la fin du spectacle, les gens dans les gradins se
sont levés spontanément pour une ovation bien méritée.
Bref, si vous voyez son nom quelque part, précipitez-
vous et vous ne le regretterez pas. Si vous voulez un
apercu de son travail, vous pouvez visiter son site
Internet a I'adresse alainfrancois.com. Et chapeau aux
organisateurs qui ont eu la bonne idée de nous le faire
découvrir.

La seconde partie du spectacle a par ailleurs permis a
Patrick Normand. de combler ses fans qui s'étaient
déplacés pour 'entendre. Les gens ont pris plaisir a fre-
donner avec lartiste ses chansons, dont l'inévitable

" « Quand on est en amour ». Les gens qui aiment l'artiste

n’ont pas été décus, mais le changement de rythme entre
les deux spectacles avait de quoi surprendre.

Alain-Frangois a offert une performance que les gens
n'oublieront pas de si tot, il a littéralement mis le feu
aux planches !

2 . > :
Patrick Normand a fait plaisir a ses fans en inlerpre-
tant quelques uns de ses succes.

Les organisateurs ont vu juste en déplacant le spectacle
3 l'intérieur du Centre Mario-Gosselin car il a plu abon-
damment lors de la soirée. Ce ne fut pas une décision
facile A prendre, au dire de M. Renaud Lamontagne,
responsable des activités culturelles a la Ville de
Thetford, qui a dii se fier aux oracles d'Environnement
Canada et ce, malgré le fait' que la journée ait été
radieuse. Les feux d’artifice ont quand méme eu lieu au
Stade des Caisses populaires, mais la pluie en a mal-
heureusement découragé plusieurs.

%% Par Mario Delisle






